GLENDALE HIGH SCHOOL 

Course Syllabus and Classroom Guidelines

ALGEBRA 2AB 2013/2014 MS. ARSENIAN Room 4116

COURSE OBJECTIVE:  Algebra is a branch of mathematics that uses letters and symbols.  Algebra 2A is a review and expansion of the concepts in Algebra 1.  Algebra 2B introduces new topics such as exponential and logarithmic functions, sequences and series, trigonometric functions, vectors and conic sections.  The course curriculum is defined in the California State Standards at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/documents/algebraII1105.doc.

GENERAL PLAN OF THE COURSE:   

· A new lesson will be taught daily.  Students will take notes on Cornell notepaper (I will supply this daily).  All notes will be due the day of the chapter exam.  Summaries (3-5 sentences) for each lesson must be completed for full credit.  Each lesson’s notes are worth 20 points.  

· I will give you a Homework/Practice Workbook.  You must bring it to class daily.  Guided practice problems will be done in class.  All problems not finished from the section taught must be completed at home that same day.

· An exit ticket may be given at the end of class to assess understanding.  Exit tickets are worth extra points on the next exam.  

· Some days, white board activities will occur.  

· Some days will be catch-up days in which you will be given opportunities to ask questions, or work in groups to get caught up on notes, homework, or do tutorials.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS:

1)  Algebra 2 Textbook, Holt Publisher (check out from the book room)

2)  Cornell Note paper (I will supply this)

3)  A section of a 3-ring binder to hold your Cornell notes 

4)  Homework/Practice workbook (I will give you one, don’t lose it)

5)  mechanical pencils with an extra receptacle of black lead and an eraser

6)  a red correcting pen

7)  a scientific calculator (no graphing calculators allowed on exams) 

ASSESSMENTS:  

· Exams will be given at the end of each chapter to measure comprehension and understanding. 

· Exams will be announced at least a week ahead of scheduled date.  They will be graded and usually returned within a week of administration.  

· Exams will be a combination of free response and multiple-choice questions.   

· Regular common formative assessments (Exit Tickets) will be given to do checks for understanding.

· The lowest test grade will be replaced with the average of all the exams at the end of each semester.  

· Homework will be checked for completion on a random (surprise) basis.  Not every assignment will be checked.  You will not know ahead of time which homework will be checked.  Therefore, each homework should be attempted. Make sure to ask questions about problems you do not know how to do and go back to complete those problems.  Points will be given for completion.    

· Cornell notes will be collected for points as a unit packet at the end of each chapter due the day the exam.  

· A comprehensive semester final exam will be given at the end of each semester during finals week. The final exam is worth about two exams.   
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ATTENDANCE AND EXPECTATIONS:

· You are expected to be in class daily.  If you are absent, you are expected to make up all missed work in the same amount of days that you were absent.  For example, if you are absent two days, you must make up missed work within two days of your return.
· If you are absent on a test day, you must make arrangements to make up the exam the day you return to class.  Your unit packet is due the day you make up your exam.  NO EXCEPTIONS. If you do not make up an exam in a timely manner, the grade on that exam is a zero.     
· The lowest test grade will be replaced with the average of all the exams at the end of each semester.   
· There will be no extra credit given at student or parent request. However, various opportunities for extra credit will be provided throughout the year to all students.
· A no cheating policy is strictly enforced.  Any assignment or test suspect of being copied will be 
given a zero and disciplinary action will be taken.  

DISCINPLINARY ACTION:

· First offense:  a warning will be given and a parent/guardian phone call will be made.
· Second offense:  Math department lunch detention will be assigned and must be completed.  
· Third offense:  student will be referred to their counseling center/assistant principal for more severe disciplinary action.  
· Any student taking an exam with a cell phone out or visible will be given an automatic zero on the exam and a referral to the assistant principal.  

TEACHER AVAILABILITY:

· My office hours are during period 1 from approximately 8 am to 9 am.  
· I am available by appointment before school for questions on homework, concepts, or your grade.  

· You may contact me at 818-242-3161 at extension 4116 or by email at tarsenian@gusd.net
· The class webpage will list assignments, important dates and documents.  Go to:
arsenianalgebra2.yolasite.com
GRADING POLICY:	The final semester grade will be based on the following: 


a)  80% Tests and End of Semester Final Average


b)  20% Classwork and Homework Average





The scale is as follows:		90% - 100%    =  A


		     					80% - 89.9%   =  B


					     		70% - 79.9%   =  C


							65% - 69.9%   =  D


Grades will not be rounded up.                                   0% - 64.9%   =  F    





CLASSROOM RULES:�1)  	Be respectful and polite to students, teachers, and guests.  		


2)	Be on time to class.  This means, be in assigned seat before the tardy bell begins to ring. 


3)	Be prepared by having all work from previous day completed and have only Algebra2 required


            materials on desk.  


4)	Follow all instructions, promptly, and always be on task.   


5)	Gum chewing, eating and drinking (except water) not allowed in class.


6)         Absolutely no cell phone use in class.  All cell phones must be turned off at all times. 


7)         NO cheating will be tolerated.   Do your own best work.  








